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Katharina Hohmann

ART A-Z



Richmond is a small town with approximately 5000
inhabitants in the middle of the Karoo Desert in South
Africa. During the past few years, several second-hand
bookstores opened here, and once a year a book festival
welcomes far-flung bibliomaniacs who stay on for
readings, screenings, meetings and concerts as well as
poking around in the antiquarian book shops.

Modern Art Projects South Africa (MAPSA), the site of my
residency, is located in the affluent Booktown section of
Richmond. The town’s highly frequented public library,
Ntisikelelo Tida Community Library, is located in a poorer
part of town. | noticed that only three books on art were
available there. My idea was to create a connection
between the two parts of the town.

Second-hand bookstores feature, of course, only a
random selection of books. During my three weeks in
Richmond, the challenge was to find and purchase 26 art
books from A to Z. My subjective selection can be seen as
an introduction to certain artistic movements, artists and
art theories, and can be interpreted as a possible initiation
into art.

With two local bookbinders, Tiema Williams and Jessica
Olifant, | rebound these books in cut-out paper from
colourful used potato bags to both appropriate and unite
the books.

| donated “ART A — Z” to the Nisikelelo Tida Community
Library and, in doing so, brought together two sections of
the town, and two different worlds of books.
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Stella George,
director of the
library receaving
the ART A-Z
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MODERN ART PROJECTS SOUTH AFRICA (MAPSA) is a registered non-profit organisation with IMPRINT
the aim to promote and support contemporary art and develop a rich and diverse community of

artists in South Africa. This is accomplished through conceptualising and organising exhibitions, Thank you: Abrie Fourie, Angie Gallagher, Stella George, Fritz von Klinggréff, Seretse Moletsane, Jessica
publications and residencies. Since its inception in 2005, MAPSA's activities have included the Olifant, Morné Ramsay, Harrie Siertsema, Gwen Williams, Tiema Williams, Valentinou Williams and
organisation of exhibitions in various venues in South Africa (Cullinan, Dullstroom, Graskop, Georges Williams and to the proofreaders Liz Bachhuber, Jesse Seldess, Ambroise Tiéche, Leonie Weber

Pretoria, and Richmond). In addition MAPSA has commissioned site-specific installations and

published limited edition monographs. Artists’ residencies, workshops and retreats are regularly

hosted in various properties in the small Karoo town of Richmond, South Africa. Selected activities

of MAPSA are archived here. Photos: Katharina Hohmann, Abrie Fourie ()
MAPSA pro-actively engages with the challenges posited by the socio-economic conditions facing Layout: Christiane ten Hoevel

contemporary visual culture in a post-apartheid South Africa. It aims to contribute to positive

change and the development of art and its discourses in South Africa, whilst remaining critically

engaged with international contemporary art practices. MAPSA actively seeks out collaborations

and partnerships with local, national and international organisations and institutions so as to Support:

broaden its reach and facilitate rich engagements. MAPSA - Richmond

MAPSA was founded by Harrie Siertsema and artist/curator Abrie Fourie, as a means to provide 62 Loop Street Richmond

creative opportunities to artists from all over the country, as well as the inhabitants of Richmond. Northern Cape 7090 South Africa
The location and community of Richmond is at the heart of MAPSA's work. To this end, a gallery PO BOX 39 Groenkloof 0027 SA

and artist’s residency were established here in 2007 and has become the creative hub of many

community-centred and cutting-edge art events, projects, workshops and exhibitions. MAPSA

partners annually with the Richmond Book Festival and the Vryfees, Bloemfontein. For these and

other cultural events, the organisation has invited artists, academics, university students and © Katharina Hohmann, 2019
members of the community to collaborate on key projects such as the Bookbinding Project, the ISBN 978-3-948476-02-1
OpenlLab (Explorations in site-based practices), the Land Art Project and the Local Informal Clay
Brick Making Collaboration.

Whilst activities in Richmond form the core of the organisations work, numerous projects are also

rolled out in more urban cosmopolitan settings, such as Pretoria/Tshwane. p - h = |_U = t | a @ MODERN ART PROJECTS SOUTH AFRICA

schweizer kulturstiftunc




MODERN ART PROJECTS SOUTH AFRICA
From 22 august till 12 september 2018, Katharina Hohmann has been
invited artist at MAPSA.



