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DRINKING (detail), 2011
Linocut on cartridge paper ● Edition of 50 ● 841 mm x 594 mm 
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Lucas Bambo was born in 1964. His artworks are profoundly influenced by his 
childhood. Bambo grew up in KwaNdebele, northeast of Pretoria, where he spent 
his afternoons as a child painting and sketching. His work represents a likeness to 
the traditional daily rituals of the people in the area and their lives on a farm. The 
people of KwaNdebele are known to have retained more traditional elements of 
their culture and language. This attitude clearly reflects in the work of Bambo.

Artistic talent is linked with the Ndebele people with regard to their famous 
colourful beadwork and pattern painted houses. The aesthetic of those designs 
largely impacted Bambo and that feature has become prominent in Bambo’s 
signature style of landscapes. Julia Meintjes writes that, “Bambo’s use of line and 
pattern, characteristic of his style, creates a whimsical rhythm to his work that 
almost sings to us, encouraging viewers to reflect on Bambo’s narratives.”

The repetitiveness and abstract quality in Bambo’s works offer a unique look into 
his African upbringing and life today. The simplicity of the content of the artworks 
is well considered in showcasing a certain time of South African history. Bambo’s 
work now speaks to us on a socio-political level in considering contemporary 
issues of rural land reform. However, in contrast to these political affairs, Bambo 
says about his own work: “I like to watch people and animals and then put what I 
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see on paper. I want to show people what our country looks like. I paint about its 
goodness.”

Bambo has had several solo exhibitions in South Africa and been involved in 
numerous group shows around the world in countries including Norway, the USA, 
France, Hungary, the UK and Mexico. During his time in Mexico he taught for 
two weeks. In 1997, Bambo received a merit award in the Volkskas Bank Atelier 
Awards, in 1999 he won the ABSA Bank Millenium National Art Competition, 
and in 2003 he was a finalist for the Brett Kebble Art Award. Bambo’s works are 
produced in Mimi van der Merwe’s studio – a past Stellenbosch Fine Art graduate. 
He works primarily as a printmaker using linocut as his medium.

Shenaz Mahomed, 2017



8 9

THE CHOIR (detail), 2006 
Linocut on cartridge paper ● Edition of 50 ● 841 mm x 594 mm 
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BALLET SEASON (detail), 2006 
Linocut on cartridge paper ● Edition of 50 ● 841 mm x 594 mm 
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NEW CAR (detail), 2008 
Linocut on cartridge paper ● Edition of 50 ● 841 mm x 594 mm 
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DANCING FOR PLEASURE (detail), 2006 
Linocut on cartridge paper ● Edition of 50 ● 841 mm x 594 mm 
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WORKING IN THE GARDEN (detail), 2008 
Linocut on cartridge paper ● Edition of 50 ● 841 mm x 594 mm 
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NIGHT CLUB (detail), 2006 
Linocut on cartridge paper ● Edition of 50 ● 841 mm x 594 mm 
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page 5: CUTTING HAIRS (detail), 2008 
page 7: ACADEMY OF HAIR (detail), 2007
page 12: SAVE WATER (detail), 2017
page 13: WATER IS LIFE, 2012
page 22: FREEDOM DAY (detail), 2008 
Linocut on cartridge paper ● Edition of 50 ● 841 mm x 594 mm 
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